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Dr, Joseph Lederberg, Bead 
Laboratory of Eioleculax Genetics 
Bockcf e l l e r  Universi tg  
York Avenue a d  Uast 66th 
X e b j  York, New York 10021 

Dear Dr. Lederberg: 

!?his week 1 read your article 141nfectious E i s t o r y "  in 
the series f o r  Science Vathvays of D i s c o y e r ~ . ~ ~  
splendid and I wish t o  th,mli you for this intereating 
h i a i o r i  cal review. 
However, 1 regre t  you did riot mention Frau Hosse. It 
has zilways ssemed t o  me khat he r  suggestion t o  Koch through 
her husbaad a laborakorg assistant to Koch, 09 using agar- 
agar as a ge l iug  ageot was of grim importance %o the devel- 
opment of microbiology. Surely it could  never evolved so 
successfully relying on broth and gelatin, Frau Eesse's 
agar-ag%ar was a mucn a discovery as any because i t  worked, 
jus t  as Jenner's cow-pox vaccine a d  m a y  other discoveries. 
They worked, 

It is 

Since re ly  yours, 

Professor  Eineritus, Unitersity of 

Fel low AAAS 
Havai i , Mycology 


